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Don’t worry brothers, we are not changing The Creed! As you’ll read inside, 
Grand President Scott Jacobson says that Phi Sigma Kappa is not doing 

“business as usual.” While we will continue to honor and respect the history 
forged by Phi Sigma Kappa’s past leadership, we must also venture forward 

to make Phi Sig stronger than ever before. 

By standing together we not only enact The Creed as individuals but as a 
united Brotherhood. Moving forward, getting strong, and standing together.

By These Thing We Stand.



4 The Signet     Winter 2016



The Signet     Winter 2016 5



6 The Signet     Winter 2016



The Signet     Winter 2016 7

his is a question that we have

heard many times; occasionally on a

phone call with a chapter as they are

being removed from probation,

sometimes while facilitating at one of

Phi Sigma Kappa’s educational

conferences, or speaking with a

chapter adviser. There is no simple

answer to this question and IHQ

certainly doesn’t have the equivalent 

of a list with the good chapters on one

side and the bad chapters on the

other. In reality, the answer to this

question is not a difficult one: think

before you act, use common sense,

and live up to the teachings of our

Fraternity. While I could recount all

of the things that chapters have done

over the years to damage their image,

impede their success or end up on IHQ’s bad side,

that is not the point of this article. What I would

like to do instead is leave you with a list of helpful

tips to “Build Success.”

Communicate. Answer the communications

sent by your IHQ’s staff and Fraternity leadership.

Do your best to return emails within 24 hours. If

something goes wrong, tell us. If something goes

right, tell us. IHQ wants to know how your chapter

is doing so that we can help you get better.

Ask for help. If you don’t know what to do…

ask! I would rather spend 10 minutes on the phone

explaining how to do something, than spend 30

minutes fixing a mistake. After all, our job is to

help you.

Share your accomplishments. If your

chapter does something great, make sure everyone

knows about it. Send an article and pictures to

IHQ, the local newspaper, news stations, post it

online, etc. The Fraternity experience is a story

that few gets few positive headlines. Lets tell Phi

Sigma Kappa’s story and not let others write it.

Stay Operationally Up-To-Date. If your

chapter is to have true success, you must stay on

top of the duties and responsibilities of

membership to Phi Sigma Kappa Fraternity.

Pay your bills. Being financially delinquent

is probably the easiest way to hurt your success

and damage your image. Pay your bills and pay

them on time.

Turn in your reports. IHQ does not require

reports just to have them. These reports confirm

that the Fraternity can continue to function

efficiently, by providing the specific services

needed by your individual chapter.

Apply for awards. As chapter members you

put in a great deal of hard work; the Fraternity

should recognize your chapter’s contributions to

Phi Sigma Kappa. Apply for University and IHQ

awards. Winning awards is a great way to form a

positive reputation within Phi Sigma Kappa and

within your community.

Represent Phi Sigma Kappa with honor

and character. Be outgoing and respectful to

everyone you meet, be a leader inside and outside

the classroom, on and off campus and let your

belief in the Cardinal Principles and Core Values of

Phi Sigma Kappa guide you.

Have fun, but be safe. Remember that you

are in a social fraternity, so be social! The

leadership wants you to look back on your time in

college and remember the good times had within

the Brotherhood, but do it safely. Remember to

follow your school’s rules and regulations. Be sure

to fill out Event Planning Forms for your events,

look over the Risk Management Policies every

semester, pay your chapter’s insurance bill, and

perhaps most importantly; use your head.

Get involved. While in school get involved on

campus or in the Greek Community. Once you

graduate, become a National Volunteer, a Local

Volunteer, or a Facilitator at an Educational Event.

How to, with IHQ:
How can I work best
as a chapter leader?
by
Kenny Rogers



8 The Signet     Winter 2016



The Signet     Winter 2016 9



10 The Signet     Winter 2016

Forever Phi Sig
The “Forever Phi Sig” Sustaining Member Program

was created in 1995 at the 55th General Convention

to help provide a source of steady income for

alumni clubs and associations while helping to

offset the cost of printing the Signet and

maintaining the Fraternity’s membership files. The

program led to the setting of alumni dues for all

Phi Sigs.

How did the Sustaining Member
Program come about?

The Signet has been the quarterly journal of Phi

Sigma Kappa since 1879. Currently, the Signet is

funded jointly by the Grand Chapter and the Phi

Sigma Kappa Foundation. The increases in the

publishing and postage costs associated with

producing the Signet, combined with the Fraternity’s

growing membership roll, was the primary catalyst

for creating the Sustaining Member program. 

These increasing costs, combined with the need to

continue adding programs like traveling leadership

consultants, regional and national leadership

schools and conclaves, and improved technology,

made it vital to seek additional income sources.

Further, it was decided not to saddle the

undergraduate members with an additional fee

increase that many could ill afford (presently,

initiate and census fees from students make up 63%

of the Grand Chapter’s operating budget income).

Additionally, the 55th General Convention approved

legislation to tie alumni club voting strength to the

club’s number of Sustaining Members.

How the Sustaining Member 
Program works

The 55th General Convention recommended that

the annual Sustaining Member fee be set at $25 per

respondent, of which $5 would go to the Grand

Chapter with the remainder being used by the

participating alumni club. Alumni Clubs have two

options for participation:

Option #1: The alumni club collects the

Sustaining Member dues from its alumni

membership and remits to the Grand Chapter the

$5 per respondent fee.

Option #2: The Grand Chapter staff conducts the

Sustaining Member program for the alumni club.

Alumni are billed the recommended $25 per man

(options are also given for alumni to contribute $35

or $50). The Grand Chapter oversees printing,

mailing, supply purchasing, and bookkeeping. The

Grand Chapter provides the following payment

option to alumni when paying their Sustaining

Member fees: cash, check, Visa, Mastercard, and

American Express. Start-up costs for new

participating alumni clubs are deducted from

subsequent Sustaining Member fees collected. The

Grand Chapter keeps the $5 per respondent fee and

remits to the alumni club the remaining monies

raised, minus expenses.

Alumni from closed chapters (provided the alumni

club is not operating), chapters without alumni

clubs, and alumni clubs that choose not to

participate in the Sustaining Member program, will

be billed through the Signet. All proceeds will be

retained by the Grand Chapter.

Since it’s inception in 1995 the “Forever Phi Sig”

Sustaining Member program has raised thousands

of dollars for alumni clubs and house corporations

to fund local alumni events, alumni club

newsletters, chapter house improvements, and

alumni club scholarships for undergraduate

chapters.

The “Forever Phi Sig” Sustaining Member
program has been an unqualified success,
not only for the Grand Chapter but the
participating alumni clubs as well. The
money raised through this program will
continue to help both the Grand Chapter and
alumni clubs provide important services for
our growing membership as we face the new
challenges and opportunities of the next
millennium.



We asked Brother Adam Umbrasas about 
his experiences with Phi Sigma Kappa 
and why donating to the Phi Sigma Kappa 
Foundation is a priority for him.
Why do you give to the Phi Sigma Kappa Foundation?

I support the Foundation’s scholarship and leadership programs 
because I believe that such financial commitment is the most 
effective way to ensure the continuing success and prosperity of Phi 
Sigma Kappa.

How has Phi Sigma Kappa affected your life?

Phi Sigma Kappa has affected my life in many ways. From the 
lifelong friendships and memories to the learning experiences that 
helped shape my character and prepare me for life beyond my time 
on campus. I’ve been able to take the personal and professional 
training offered at Leadership Schools and apply it throughout my 
life thus far. I will always be thankful for the opportunities that Phi 
Sigma Kappa afforded me as an undergraduate member and the 
opportunities I continue to take advantage of as an alumnus.

Phi Sigma Kappa
Giving back to create impact

Would you encourage other alumni to give to the Foundation, supporting the 
educational programming provided to our undergraduates?

Of course, I feel that it is an opportunity to give something back to the Fraternity that gave us so much, 
and anything we can do to help ensure that others will continue to have the same positive experiences is 
well worth our efforts. It only takes one of my memories for me to realize the importance of my support 
and for me to encourage others to emulate it themselves.

Do you plan to continue giving to the Foundation?

Absolutely, I will continue to support this brotherhood that does so much for so many.

What advice would you lend to your fellow Phi Sigs?

Take advantage of all opportunities for growth, both personally and professionally. Opportunity is truly 
what this Fraternity offers. I was provided the opportunities to attend regional conclaves and leadership 
schools during my time as an undergraduate. This, in turn, provided me the opportunities for personal 
interactions with alumni, volunteers, and undergraduates from chapters across the country. It was these 
interactions that put me in the role of Grand Council Director today.

Adam Umbrasas (Ferris State ‘06)
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The purpose of this award is to recognize those undergraduate

members who excel in their abilities and achievements and

demonstrate leadership in Phi Sigma Kappa through loyalty, hard

work and dedication.

Did you know . . .

• The Order of the Diamond Circle is the highest honor that an

undergraduate can receive from Phi Sigma Kappa.

• Each recipient will hold a chair in the Order of the Diamond

Circle that bears the name of an outstanding brother from the

Fraternity’s history.

• Those selected will receive a handsome plaque bearing his

name and the name of the distinguished chair occupied. Be

sure your chapter takes advantage of this award and nominates

your chapter’s best!

• Nominations are due by May 15th.
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uring the 65th General Convention, Phi Sigma Kappa was

able to honor a brother who truly lives the Mission,

Cardinal Principles and Core Values of the Fraternity.

Brother John Crowe (Southern Cal AI) was

honored with the Charles V. Loring Interfraternal Service

Award, which is presented to members and friends of the

Fraternity, who have provided outstanding service and

support to chapters of Phi Sigma Kappa or the Greek

World. Two years before receiving the award, all Phi

Sigma Kappa chapters and colonies were challenged to

raise a modest $2,500 each in support of the Special

Olympic World Games hosted in Los Angeles in 2015.

This $2,500 would fund a Special Olympian’s attendance

to the games and Phi Sigma Kappa chapters raised more

than $75,000! This was especially in thanks to Brother

Crowe, who was active in the role as Senior Vice President

of Philanthropy for the 2015 Special Olympic World

Games Los Angeles. 

Brother Crowe joined Phi Sigma Kappa as an alumnus

initiate in 2011 thanks in great part to his interactions

with a few great Phi Sig men, past Grand President Al

Shonk (Southern Cal ’54), Brother Chris Murray

(Southern Cal ’83) and current Grand President

Scott Jacobson (Cal Poly ’91). These brothers saw all

the qualities in John that they have seen in other

outstanding individuals who have led Phi Sigma Kappa in

the past as members and wanted John to be a part of

what they hold so dear. John became a member as an

alumnus because he realized joining a fraternity is a life-

long commitment. Here is what John said about this

opportunity and other opportunities.

“In 20ll, as I was retiring from USC, Al Shonk and Scott

Jacobson invited me to join their re-colonizing fraternity.

Both are great Trojans whom I had known and

respected for four years. I could have said “no” to their

offer.  I was retiring. I had never been a Greek. Why did

I join a fraternity at this point in my life? However, I did

not turn them down, and instead accepted an

opportunity to learn and experience something new. I

was inducted into the new Omega Deuteron.

A year later, a friend called and invited me to meet a

couple of guys who were trying to bring the Special

Olympics World Games to Los Angeles. They needed

some help in setting up their fundraising procedures as

well as working with USC and UCLA, the host campuses.

I could have said no. I had never been a part of Special

Olympics and knew next to nothing about the movement.

I was retired, — but, I said yes and went to work helping

them bring the Games – and the Movement – to my

great city. 

Brother Shonk learned of my new project, and he told me

of the Phi Sigma Kappa and Special Olympics

relationship. With Michael Carey and Kathy Cannady’s

leadership and enthusiasm, we worked to Recommit Phi

Sigma Kappa to Special Olympics.”

Brother Crowe’s message? Always be open to new

opportunities. Say yes more often than no. His story

and his commitment to this mantra are what brought

him here today, and it is a true example of the power of
saying “yes.”

While most of the “traditional fraternity experience” is

focused on the four years spent in college, there is still

more that you can do for your Fraternity and a great deal

more that the Fraternity can offer you throughout your

lifetime. John is a testament to this fact, as seen through

his significant impact to both the Special Olympics and

Phi Sigma Kappa. Say yes to the opportunities the

Fraternity presents to you, and you’ll see this Mission

fulfilled through your character and conduct as well.

“Phi Sigma Kappa is a lifelong
brotherhood dedicated to the
betterment of the individual, the
university community, and our
world, by giving its members
opportunities to develop leadership
skills, participate in service to others,
achieve academic excellence,
experience cultural diversity and
practice personal integrity.”

John Crowe Earns Award for Service
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Legacy of the 1873 Society

Much of the resourcefulness and financial support

needed to continue our success comes from our

membership and friends of Phi Sigma Kappa. 

Like the 6 undergraduates who founded Phi Sigma Kappa

in 1873, we need you to become a member within the

1873 Society. By asking each undergraduate member 

for a minimum donation of $18.73, in honor of our

founding in 1873, we can reach new heights that 

the Founders never dreamed.

The goal this year is for 1,873 members to donate 

$18.73. Please be a part of honoring our past 

and shaping our future.

Donations may be made online at phisigmakappa.org/1873-society 

or sent to Phi Sigma Kappa Headquarters, 2925 E 96th St, Indianapolis, IN 46240.

Please make you check payable to Phi Sigma Kappa Foundation 1873 Society.

Any chapter who commits to 100% participation of its membership will receive a 

“Phi Sig Swag Bag” filled with items for your chapter 

from the International Headquarters.
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unique part of our heritage is our Court of Honor.
The Court was originally known as the Supreme Court,
and was established at the 1902 Convention.  It
consisted of the then Third Degree Members (the
founders and past elective officers of the Grand
Chapter, “the fraternity’s Roll of Honor”). The
members of the Court were elected at the Convention
at the same time as the Grand Council.  The first Court
consisted of all the members of the 1900-02 Grand
Council, with Founder Barrett elected by the Court as
the first Chancellor.

The Court shared many powers with the Grand
Council, including the approval of new chapters and
alumni clubs, granting honorary memberships and the
investigation of expulsions.  The Supreme Court was
“the tribunal of highest appeal and final resort on any
matter referred to it by a majority of the Council.”
Brother Barrett served three terms as Chancellor and
was a member of the Court continually until his death.

In 1930, the Court was increased from six to nine
members, and in 1938 was changed back to six
members and renamed the Court of Honor.  In 1938,
the Bylaws stated that “The Court of Honor, composed
of six members of the Fifth and Sixth Degrees,
thoroughly grounded in the traditions and history of

Phi Sigma Kappa, shall symbolize to the Fraternity the
faith and practice of the Founders.”  The 1938
Convention was held shortly after the passing of
Brother Brooks, the last living founder, and the
changes in the Court were meant to be a living
memorial to the six founders.

By 1950 the Court had very little to do and there
was talk of eliminating it.  Instead, it was decided at
the 1950 Convention to make the Court an automatic
body comprised of all the living past presidents of the
Grand Chapter, and became primarily an advisory
board to the president and the Council.  After 1950,
the Chancellor was the most recent past president and
served as a member of the Grand Council.

The next change was made at the 1977
Convention, at the time of the reorganization of the
Grand Chapter.  Since that time the Chancellor is again
elected by the Court from its membership and has
been given the additional duties of appointing and
chairing the Nominating Committee at each
Convention.  The Chancellor is no longer a member of
the Grand Council but ordinarily attends Council
meetings.  At the time of the merger in 1985, the
former national presidents of Phi Sigma Epsilon
became members of the Court of Honor.  

There are currently 15 members of
the Court, including two former presidents
of Phi Sigma Epsilon.  The Court meets at
each General Convention and elects the
Chancellor and Recorder.  Brother Bill
Neugebauer, our immediate past
president, is the current Chancellor and
this writer is the current Recorder.  During
the late 1980s, the Court spearheaded the
writing of our most recent history—“All
the Phi Sigs” and is currently working on
an update of the written history.  The
Bylaws provide that the members of the
Court may fully participate at the Grand
Council meetings, except for voting, and
several members of the Court regularly do
so.  The Court, to my knowledge, is unique
to Phi Sigma Kappa and is an excellent
way to keep our past presidents interested
and involved.

OUR HERITAGE . . .
THE COURT OF HONOR, A UNIQUE INSTITUTION

By Albert D. Shonk, Recorder of the Court & Historian



Frank Gifford (Southern Cal ‘52)

Brother Frank Gifford, a gleaming hero of sports and 
television in an era when such things were possible, who 
moved seamlessly from stardom in the New York Giants’ 
offense to celebrity in the broadcast booth of “Monday Night 
Football,” died last August at his home in Greenwich, Conn. 
He was 84. Brother Gifford enrolled at the University of 
Southern California where he was named an All-American 
athlete and player and graduated in the class of 1952. In 1951, 
he ran for 841 yards on 195 carries.

Brother Gifford’s career was full of incredible highlights. 
He made eight Pro Bowls, had been named to the all-N.F.L. 
first team six times and helped the Giants reach three N.F.L. 
championship games. They won one of them, 47-7, over the 
Chicago Bears in 1956, the same year Gifford was named the 
league’s most valuable player. 

Martin Milner (Southern Cal ’51)

Brother Martin “Marty” Milner, who is best known for 
driving a Corvette across America for four years as the co-star 
of TV’s “Route 66” and later traded in the iconic convertible 
for a police patrol car as a star of “Adam-12,” died last 
September at his home in Carlsbad. He was 83. 

Brother Milner’s film debut was as the second son in 1947’s 
“Life with Father” which starred William Powell and Irene 
Dunne.

After finishing the film, he was stricken with polio and spent 
a year in bed. He recovered and enrolled in theater arts at the 
University of Southern California where he joined the Omega 
Deuteron Chapter of Phi Sigma Kappa, but dropped out after a 
year to devote himself to his acting career.

Paul Dolk (Southern Cal ’95)
 
Brother Paul Dolk passed away in late 2015. Brother Dolk 
attended the University of Southern California where he joined 
the Omega Deuteron Chapter of Phi Sigma Kappa in the fall of 
1992. After graduating in 1995, Paul later became the Omega 
Deuteron Chapter Adviser from 2000-2004. Brother Dolk was 
honored by being presented the Founders’ Award in 2005.

Herbert Freese (Lambda ‘52)
 
Brother Herb Freese passed away in early September of 2015. 
Brother Freese attended George Washington University where 
he joined the Lambda Chapter of Phi Sigma Kapp. After 
graduating in 1950, Herb later became an instrumental part 
of the Nu Tetarton Chapter at Rutgers University where he 
was the chapter adviser for nearly 20 years. Brother Freese 
was most recently the Treasurer of the Nu Tetarton Alumni 
Association. His leadership and brotherhood will be missed by 
the Nu Tetarton Chapter.

    

Looking Ahead

Obituaries to from 
Chapter Eternal

Motivated, enthusiastic Phi Sigma Kappa members needed for 
Phi Sigma Kappa volunteer structure with National Fraternity. 
Volunteers are needed to help make the vision of the leadership 
a reality for all members. If you’re a member, friend or family 
member of Phi Sigma Kappa, and you’re looking to make a 
difference, contact Kenny Rogers, Director of Chapter Services. 
We are looking to fill the positions of Regional Advisers, Regional 
Counselors and Chapter Advisers all across the country. You 
can make a real and positive impact on the men of tomorrow by 
volunteering today. Those interested may also attend the Lowe 
Volunteer Conference this summer, held in conjunction with the 
2016 Shonk Undergraduate Leadership School. Stand with your 
brothers as we lead Phi Sig into its successful future. 
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